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Entertainment
INSIDE:
North Idaho Youth Symphony 
receives $500 check / C6

The Coeur d’Alene 
Woodwind Quintet will 
play Gershwin, Bizet and 
Hindemith to introduce 
a chamber series to 
Coeur d’Alene at 7:30 on 
March 10 at the First 
Presbyterian Church. 

The quintet and 
chamber series share a 
goal of bringing world 
class music to Coeur 
d’Alene. 

The quintet will begin 
the chamber series 
by illustrating what 
chamber music can be 
with music selections 
spanning 130 years. 

The quintet 
performance will feature 
the following artists: 

Michelle Hannaford 
is a flutist in the Coeur 
d’Alene Woodwind 
Quintet, North Idaho 
Wind Symphony 
and frequently plays 
woodwinds and piano 
in musical pits between 
Spokane and Coeur 
d’Alene. Hannaford 
graduated with a 
bachelor’s in music 
education degree 
from Cleveland State 
University and holds 
two master’s degrees. 
She takes her passion 
for music and events on 
tour throughout Europe 

while performing and 
managing with various 
ensembles. 

Hunter Strobel is 
the music director in St. 
Maries for high school 
and middle school bands 
and choir director.

He began his pursuit 
of music in middle 
school and before leaving 
high had decided he 
wanted to be a music 
teacher. He was accepted 
at the Lionel Hampton 
School of Music at the 
University of Idaho on 
the French horn, but 
quickly began chasing as 
many other instruments 
as he could. In his time 
at U of I, he took special 

interest in the cello and 
began studying that 
alongside the French 
horn. He graduated in 
2020 with a bachelor’s in 
music education.

AlekSandra 
Ratajczak has played 
oboe and English horn 
in many pit orchestras, 
chamber music and 
music ministry for 
decades, including the 
last 12 years (before 
COVID-19) with the 
International Symphony 
Orchestra of Sarnia 
Ontario and Port 
Huron, Mich. In North 

Professional quintet plays premier performance

The Coeur d’Alene Woodwind Quintet rehearses at the 
Coeur d’Alene Music Conservatory for their premier 
performance as part of a Chamber Series presented 
by the conservatory. From left, AlekSandra Ratajczak, 
Hunter Strobel and Caleb Hill play. Michelle Hannaford 
is not pictured.

Photo courtesy of the Coeur d’Alene Music Conservatory

By JOSA SNOW
Staff Writer

Conservatory presents first performance in chamber series

The Theater Arts 
Center at the Lake, 
in Liberty Lake, will 
present “Audience” 
starting at 7 p.m. 
March 17, 18, 24 and 25. 
Matinees start at 2 p.m. 
March 19 and 26.

The play works on the 
idea that the characters 
are actually watching 
the audience, expecting 
them to perform. The 
playwright of the “play” 
is also in the audience. 
Comedy ensues as the 
author holds a mirror up 

to the audience and they 
see their own foibles as 
audience members.

Tickets are available 
at TACattheLake.com 
for $15, or $13 with a 
military discount. 

TAC at the Lake 
is a small community 
theater in Liberty Lake 
that seeks to involve 
everyone. It’s a nonprofit 
committed to providing 
culturally enriching 
entertainment for all 
ages from Coeur d’Alene 
to Cheney. 

Theater Arts Center 
to present  ‘Audience’

The cast of “Audience” poses for a photo at the 
Theatre Arts Center at the Lake. Opening night will be 
March 17. Front from left, Brody Else, Adeline Hinton, 
Addison Jennings, Cayla Hoke and Darby Shuster.
Back from left, Camille Bise, Clara Pérez, Trace Scott 
and Juno Otis.

Photo courtesy of Kyle Smock

North Idaho College will host 
the Choral Kaleidoscope concert 
featuring performances by the 
NIC Cardinal Chorale and the 
NIC Chamber Orchestra at 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, March. 7 at 
Boswell Hall Schuler Performing 
Arts Center on NIC’s main 
campus in Coeur d’Alene. The 
concert is free and open to the 
public.

The Cardinal Chorale, 
conducted by NIC Director 
of Choirs Max Mendez, will 
perform the music of Gabriel 
Fauré, Ola Gjelo, Mark Hayes, 
Elaine Hagenberg and Alexandru 
Pascanu. 

“The beauty of this program 
is meant to uplift both performer 
and audience,” Mendez said.

Fauré composed “Cantique 
de Jean Racine” at the age of 
20 and the piece highlights/
showcases his colorful harmonic 
palette. The program also 
features an arrangement of the 
American hymn “Hark, I Hear 
the Harps Eternal” arranged by 
Hayes in a performance with 
a two-piano duet, or a “four-
hands accompaniment.” The 
chorale’s pianist will be joined by 
pianist and NIC student Sophia 
Crimmins.

The NIC Cardinal Chamber 
Orchestra, conducted by NIC 
Director of Bands Bryan 
Hannaford, will perform 
“The Skaters’ Waltz” by Emil 
Waldteuful, “Tango España” 
by Isaac Albeniz and “Jurassic 
Park” by John Williams. 

“I’m excited for the Chamber 
Orchestra to perform this concert 
with the Cardinal Chorale,” 

Hannaford said. “We will be 
taking you on a musical journey 
from dreaming of ice skating, 
walking the streets of Spain and 
leave you visualizing ‘Jurassic 
Park’ with the music of John 
Williams.”

The NIC Cardinal Chorale 
and Chamber Orchestra will join 
forces at the end of the program 
to perform Norwegian composer 
Ola Gjeilo’s “The Rose,” which 
offers lush strings to evoke the 
beautiful setting of Christina 
Rosetti’s poetry.

Mendez has been an active 
part of the Inland Northwest 
music community for the past 

15 years. He divides his time 
between conducting, teaching and 
performing. For the past 18 years 
at NIC, he has conducted the 
NIC Cardinal Chorale, Chamber 
Singers and Cardinal Voices.

Hannaford has taught at NIC 
for the past six years. On March 
22, Hannaford will direct the NIC 
Wind Symphony in their concert 
Urban Dances, a program built 
around dance and movement.

For information, contact NIC 
Director of Choirs Max Mendez 
at 208-769-3275 or max.mendez@
nic.edu; or NIC Director of Bands 
Bryan Hannaford at 208-769-3258 
or bryan.hannaford@nic.edu.

Free Choral Kaleidoscope concert at NIC

North Idaho College Director of Bands Bryan Hannaford speaks onstage 
during NIC’s Sounds of Christmas concert on Dec. 11 at Boswell 
Hall Schuler Performing Arts Center on NIC’s main campus in Coeur 
d’Alene.

Photo Courtesy of North Idaho College
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By JOHN CARUCCI 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
When Joni Mitchell 
finally took the stage 
near the end of an all-
star tribute concert 
honoring her as this 
year’s recipient of the 
Library of Congress 
Gershwin Prize for 
Popular Song, she opted 
to perform a cover 
rather than one of her 
own songs.

The 79-year-
old music legend 
leaned against the 
piano Wednesday 
as she crooned a 
sultry version of 
“Summertime,” the 
popular tune from 
George Gershwin’s 
“Porgy and Bess,” an 
appropriate choice 
since the award 
was named after the 
composer.

But she wasn’t 
done. The evening’s 
other performers 
came to the stage and 
surrounded Mitchell as 
she launched into one 
of her more popular 
tunes, “The Circle 
Game.” Graham Nash, 
James Taylor, Ledisi, 
Cyndi Lauper, Herbie 
Hancock, Marcus 
Mumford, Brandi 
Carlile and others 
brought the crowd to 
their feet in an evening 
filled with love and 
admiration.

Before the show, 
Mitchell, walked the 
red carpet with a cane, 
briefly responding to 
the Associated Press 
saying the honor was 
“very exciting.”

Nash, who had 
dated Mitchell back 
in the 1970s, spoke of 
her indelible spirit 
overcoming gender and 
physical obstacles.

“She has had many, 
many difficulties in her 
life with polio when she 
was young. And now 
there’s a brain aneurysm 
several years ago. But 
to see her come back 
and be singing again 
and playing again is 
incredible. I mean, talk 
about resilience,” Nash 
said.

Later, he performed, 
“A Case of You,” the 
song Mitchell wrote 
about their breakup.

Another former 
partner of Mitchell’s 
was James Taylor, who 
described their time 
together as “one of the 
chapters in my life that 
I’m fondest of.”

“She had a huge effect 
on me, on my work. And 
we collaborated during 
the year or so that we 

were together on a lot of 
stuff,” Taylor said.

He added: “Joni is a 
national treasure.”

Carlile was one of 
the evening’s busiest 
performers, adding 
backing vocals, as well 
as taking on Mitchell’s 
“Shine.” Before the 
concert, the nine-time 
Grammy-winning 
admitted not discovering 
Mitchell’s music until 
later in her life.

“It felt really feminine 
to me, really vulnerable, 
and it made me really 
uncomfortable, which 
is a reflection, I think, 
on my own ego and 
my coming of age in 
being a bit of a gender 
non-conforming person 
or just not really 
understanding the way 
that she was showing me, 
and all of us, the world. 
And it wasn’t until I fell 
in love and met my wife 
that I realized how multi-
dimensional Joni was as 
an artist,” Carlile said.

Idaho, she has played 
with Messiah orchestra, 
the Music Conservatory 
of Coeur d’Alene, the 
Music Conservatory of 
Sandpoint and now the 
Music Conservatory of 
Coeur d’Alene Quintet.

She auditioned for 
a scholarship to the 
music school at the 
University of Michigan 
while attending 
Interlochen Music 
camp. Scholarship in 
hand, she went on to 
study oboe performance 
under Detroit 
Symphony oboist Ron 
Odmark, and under 
Harry Sargons while at 
U of M. 

Caleb Hill has 
played bassoon since 
2005 and taught since 
2011. He serves as 
principal bassoon in 
both the Coeur d’Alene 
Symphony Orchestra 
and the North Idaho 
Philharmonia, and 
is excited to perform 
as part of the Coeur 
d’Alene Woodwind 
Quintet.

Hill studied bassoon 
performance under 
Christian Smith 
at Brigham Young 
University. While there, 
he played bassoon 
and contra-bassoon 
in the Philharmonic 
and Symphony 

Orchestras. He spent 
four years working as 
a recording engineer 
for the BYU School of 
Music and discovered 
a love for digital audio 
technologies. He has 
performed in many 
different places and with 
many groups across 
Utah, Nevada and Idaho.

Jim Sullivan has 
played clarinet and bass 
clarinet with the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic, the 
Santa Barbara Symphony 
and the Los Angeles 
Korean Orchestra, among 
many others. 

He’s the director for 
the chamber program 
and clarinet teacher at 
the Coeur d’Alene Music 
Conservatory. He has 
also coached and taught 
in California before he 
moved to Spirit Lake. 

Sullivan has a 
master’s degree from the 
California Institute of 
the Arts and a bachelor’s 
degree from Florida 
State University, both 
in clarinet performance. 
He also studied at the 
Cleveland Institute 
of Music Clarinet 
Performance. 

QUINTET
from C8

Youth symphony receives check for $500

Courtesy photo
Ellen Travolta presents a check from the Jack Bannon Memorial Fund in 
collaboration with the Coeur d’Alene Arts and Culture Alliance to the North 
Idaho Youth Symphony for $500 on Feb. 27 during a rehearsal for an upcoming 
performance Saturday at Lake City High School.

Joni Mitchell honored with 
Gershwin Prize at tribute concert

AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades
Joni Mitchell performs at the presentation of the 
Gershwin Prize, which honors a musician’s lifetime 
contribution to popular music, hosted at DAR 
Constitution Hall in Washington on Wednesday.

ACROSS
 1 Scurried along
 5 Toss
 8 Sulk
 12 Unthinkingly
 13 Uris hero
 14 Vitality
 15 Faculty figure
 16 Eggy drink
 17 Erelong
 18 Quick bite
 20 Horse’s ankles
 22 Kiwi’s extinct 
cousin
 23 Yale alum
 24 Rubber city
 27 Thoreau’s pond
 30 Actress -- Far-
row
 31 Boise’s st.
 32 Church seat
 34 Desire
 35 Mil. rank
 37 “Ugh!”
 38 Masculine
 40 Ice hockey gear
 42 “-- we having 
fun yet?”
 43 Male offspring

 44 Monsieur’s 
shout
 46 Leans
 49 Sardine holders
 50 Sports org.
 52 “Excuse me!”
 54 -- Spumante
 55 Loophole
 56 Private eye’s 
lead
 57 Unskilled 
worker
 58 Hwys.
 59 Daily Planet 
reporter

DOWN
 1 Kept under 
wraps
 2 Caesar’s worst 
day
 3 Flair
 4 Generator
 5 Sri --
 6 Conquistador’s 
quest
 7 Conceit
 8 Calm
 9 Sound from 

Babe
 10 ETs’ craft
 11 Countdown 
start
 19 Swindle
 21 Earthenware jar
 24 Adams or 
Schumer
 25 Chicken -- dish
 26 Rajah’s spouse
 27 Napa Valley 
product
 28 “Iliad” or “Odys-
sey”
 29 Bottle part
 33 Yr. parts
 35 Young lady
 36 1940s first lady
 39 Dried grape
 40 Luau fare
 41 Open up
 43 Numerical info
 44 Carpenter’s 
clamp
 45 Well-aware of
 47 Painted tinware
 48 Told, as a tale
 49 Drum, as 
fingers
 51 Unopened 
flower
 53 Harden, as 
plaster 

Leisure
WOMANʼS LIVING ARRANGEMENT LEAVES HER FEELING 

TRAPPED
 DEAR ABBY: I live 
with my longtime boyfriend, 
“George,” and his 88-year-old 
father, “Frank.” Frank is not 
your average 88-year-old. 
He does almost everything 
anyone in their 60s would do. 
However, he’s used to us hav-
ing dinner for him at the same 
time every night because 
he’s very regimented about 
everything. 
 Frank gets everything 
taken care of and never has 
to worry about a thing. He 
pretty much keeps to himself. 
We have a coffee machine 
that’s easy to use, but Frank 
expects to have his coffee 
at a specific time as well. He 
refuses to even try to make it 
himself, which means we can’t 
sleep in even if we want to (we 
are retired). 
 I hate that Frank lives 
with us because it has caused 
a lot of problems between 
George and me. I feel trapped. 
If I have a disagreement 
with Frank, George takes his 
father’s side, even when he’s 
wrong. 
 We cannot financially 
have Frank in his own place, 
either. I own a third of our 
house (no mortgage). All 
three of us depend on our 
Social Security for household 
expenses, and Frank pays 
the insurance on the cars. I 
just feel that as much as I do 
for them, I should get some 
backup. Please let me know 
your thoughts. -- FEELING 
USED IN FLORIDA

 DEAR FEELING USED: 
If you haven’t told George 
how trapped and unhappy you 
feel, you should. If you are 
the maid, cook and laundress, 
perhaps it’s time he assumed 
responsibility for his father. 
Suggest he invest in an auto-
matic coffeemaker that can 
be set for a specific time the 

night before Frank’s morning 
coffee is expected. That way 
you can sleep in if you wish. 

 From your 
letter, it’s 
clear to me 
your prob-
lems with the 
men in your 
life go be-
yond coffee 
duty. If you 
are truly un-
happy with 
this arrange-
ment (which, 
predictably, 
won’t last 
forever), 
consider 
consulting an 
attorney or 

a financial adviser about how 
to access the money you have 
invested in that house so you 
can live independently.
   
 DEAR ABBY: My 
wife and I had an excellent 
relationship that involved a 
lot of partying. After I was 
injured on the job, I became 
addicted to painkillers, which 
resulted in a 20-year battle 
with addiction. Over the years 
of trying unsuccessfully to get 
sober, I asked my wife to slow 
down her drinking to help me 
get sober. She refused and, 

ultimately, our marriage fell 
apart. 
 We decided to stay 
together until our kids were 
out of school and, wouldn’t 
you know, no sooner did we 
separate than I was able to 
get sober. I know it wasn’t her 
fault I was addicted. I think 
I’m probably better off getting 
divorced, but I still love her, 
and I’m curious if you think 
we should end it or give it 
another try. -- SOBER GUY 
IN MASSACHUSETTS

 DEAR SOBER GUY: 
To drink or not to drink is 
a choice. If your wife was 
unwilling to sacrifice imbibing 
in order to help you overcome 
your addiction, you were right 
to separate from her. Con-
gratulations on your sobriety. 
If you wish to maintain it, fol-
low through with that divorce. 
You have my sympathy. I hope 
you find someone more sup-
portive in years to come.
   
 Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also known 
as Jeanne Phillips, and was 
founded by her mother, Pauline 
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby 
at www.DearAbby.com or P.O. 
Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069.

 Keep your life simple, your 
words truthful and your pursuits 
practical, and you will discover 
the path to victory. Life is about 
doing what’s right and best for 
you. Your happiness will come 
from your actions and words, 
not from what others do or say. 
Trust in yourself, your ideals 
and your dreams. Don’t stop 
until you achieve the happiness 
you deserve. 
 PISCES (Feb. 20-March 
20) -- Be original in your 
approach to life, love and happi-
ness. You can reach your goals 
if you aren’t afraid to take the 
road less traveled. Trust your 
instincts and head in a positive 
direction.
 ARIES (March 21-April 
19) -- Stop talking and start 
getting things done. You’ll have 
to act fast if you want to make up 
for taking on too much. Prepara-
tion will require innovation and 
originality. 
 TAURUS (April 20-May 
20) -- Don’t fall short of your 
goal because you haven’t pre-
pared properly. Look over your 
options and call on trusted allies. 
A group effort will pave the way 
to victory. 

 GEMINI (May 21-June 
20) -- Ignore what others are do-
ing, or you will lose sight of what 
you want to achieve. Helping 
others is admirable, but before 
you proceed, ensure your efforts 
are appreciated. 
 CANCER (June 21-July 
22) -- Stop overdoing it. Indul-
gence of any kind will cost you 
one way or another. Think about 
what you want and act accord-
ingly, and you will reach your 
goal. Face interference head-on. 
 LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
-- You are not alone. Join pro-
grams, groups or pursuits with 
like-minded people, and start 
something fulfilling. Someone 
you encounter along the way 
will help you recognize what you 
have to offer. 
 VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22) -- Don’t let what others do 
disrupt your plans. Bring about 
what you want to happen and 
let others fend for themselves. 
Put your needs first. You must 
be astute if you are to come out 
ahead. 
 LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) 
-- Take advantage of whatever 
comes your way. Be ready to 
change course midstream if 
necessary. Hesitation is the 
enemy, so trust your instincts. 
Procrastination is a mistake. 
 SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
22) -- Be a good listener and a 
resourceful contributor. Taking a 
unique approach won’t please ev-
eryone, but if it serves you well, 
it’s the best route. Avoid joint 

ventures and shared expenses. 
 SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
23-Dec. 21) -- Sit tight and see 
where the dust settles. A friend 
or peer will lead you astray if 
given a chance. Focus on home 
and family and what you can do 
to make your life easier. 
 CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) -- Avoid compromising 
situations. Taking on more than 
you can handle will cost you. 
Look at your domestic budget 
and make plans to enact changes 
that encourage your success. 
 AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 19) -- Think outside the 
box, and you’ll find a way to 
outmaneuver someone trying 
to manipulate you. Don’t make 
a change for the wrong reason. 
Choose your path based on your 
goal, not on someone else’s.

Astrograph

Crossword

Bridge

 News broadcasts, newspa-
pers and magazines occasionally 
contain items that have a seri-
ous, informative intent but are 
unintentionally funny.
 Once when the weather 
was wet, wild and woolly in the 
northeast, across the bottom of 
the television screen appeared: 
“There is a tornado watch in ef-
fect for the whole Tri-State area 
until 6 p.m. Full details on the 
News at Ten.”
 At the bridge table, you may 
have to find a play that intention-
ally misleads an opponent. If 
you succeed, it is doubtful your 
opponent will find it funny. Hope 
that he is graciously apprecia-
tive of your expertise.
 Perhaps North’s jump to 
five clubs was a tad precipitate 
or ambitious, according to 
choice, but he did have a good 
hand.
 When the dummy came 
down, it was obvious to East that 
their only chance was to rope 
in three major-suit tricks: one 
in spades and two in hearts. So 
he won trick one with the spade 
jack and whistled back the heart 
three. However, declarer got it 
right, playing low from hand.
 “You were too transparent,” 
said West to his partner.
 “What do you mean?” asked 
East.
 “Well, not you, of course, 
but your play. When you won 
trick one with the jack, it was 
obvious you were loaded with 
spade honors. Therefore, I was 
likely to have the heart ace. You 
should have won the first trick 
with the spade ace. Placing the 
spade king with me, declarer 
will assume you have the heart 
ace and misguess the suit, going 
down in his game.”

Answer in the classifieds

Abigail
Van Buren

Dear 
Abby

by Eugenia Last

by Phillip Alder

When Information 
Must Remain 
Hidden
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