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Entertainment
INSIDE:
Hayden Cinema movie times / C7

The annual JazzNIC Festival is 
back at North Idaho College. More 
than 200 middle school and high 
school students will participate 
in jazz clinics Tuesday and 
Wednesday, Feb. 7 and 8, at NIC’s 
main campus in Coeur d’Alene. 

The festival includes a concert 
at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 7, at 
Boswell Hall Schuler Performing 
Arts Center. The event is free and 
open to the public.

This educational festival 
features hourly clinics for vocal 
jazz and instrumental jazz groups. 
The clinics allow students to 
receive instant, specific feedback 
on how to improve their 
performances. 

Boswell Hall Schuler 
Performing Arts Center will be 
open to the public from 8 a.m. to 

3:30 p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday 
as guest clinicians work with 
educators and students.

Four local and regional musical 
experts will lead local band and 
choir students in the two-day 
festival. 

Eastern Washington 
University’s Director of Jazz 
Jenny Kellogg’s musical career 
has taken her around the world 
to China, England, Italy and Peru. 
Kellogg plays in the Spokane area 
with the Spokane Jazz Orchestra, 
Brassworks Northwest and Son 
Dulce Live Salsa among others.

JazzNIC Festival concert Feb. 7

Cardinal Voices director Max 
Mendez speaks onstage during 
NIC’s Sounds of Christmas concert 
on Dec. 11 at Boswell Hall Schuler 
Performing Arts Center.
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The North Idaho 
Youth Symphony, 
conducted by Michael 
Harrison, joined 
the Coeur d’Alene 
Symphony Orchestra 
for the annual Family 
Concert Jan. 28 at the 
Schuler Performing Arts 
Center. 

The orchestra 
performed “Bizet’s 
Second Suite” 
from “Carmen,” 
Mussorgsky’s “Night 
on Bald Mountain” 
and an arrangement of 
Gershwin’s “Rhapsody 
in Blue” with other 
compositions. 
The orchestra’s 
performances were 
conducted by concert 
master and associate 
conductor Philip 
Baldwin, who has been 
with the orchestra 

since 2006.
“As a student, such 

musical experiences 
inspired me to pursue 
my passion for music 
and to reach for higher 
artistic standards,” 
Baldwin said. “It is 
thrilling to provide 
a similar event for 
our local youth, while 
creating beautiful music 
for our audience.”

The Coeur d’Alene 
Symphony has two 
more performances 
for the 2022-23 season, 
including “Celebrating 
our Region’s Young 
Artists” March 18 at 
the Schuler Performing 
Arts Center and “South 
of the Border” in May 
at The Kroc Center. To 
purchase tickets, visit 
www.cdasymphony.org 
or call 208-765-3833.

Youth Symphony 
joins Cd’A Symphony 

for concert

The North Idaho Youth Symphony joined the Coeur 
d’Alene Symphony Orchestra Jan. 28 at the Schuler 
Performing Arts Center.
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The Art Spirit 
Gallery’s February 
2023 show has been 
announced, and 
the exhibit will be 
“Figurative.”

Figurative art 
describes any form of 
modern art that retains 
strong references to 
the real world and 
particularly to the 
human figure.

The term has been 
particularly used since 
the arrival of abstract 
art to refer to artists 

that retain aspects of 
the real world as their 
subject matter, though 
in a general sense 
figurative also applies 
retrospectively to all art 
before abstract art.

Modern figurative art 
can be seen as distinct 
from modern realism 
in that figurative art 
uses modern idioms, 
while modern realists 
work in styles predating 

Art Spirit Gallery 
opens Figurative
Explore works covering the body

The Music 
Conservatory of Coeur 
d’Alene savors music as 
a form of connection — 
from the past as far back 
as Bach to the children 
it teaches today — so 
adding a youth choir 
program will build 
new musical roots in 
the community for a 
stronger connection to 
the past.

“I think the timing 
of everything is 
so magical,” said 
conservatory director 
Julienne Dance. “When 
it’s right, it’s right.” 

And the timing is 
right to start a youth 
choir now, because 
Dance found Emily Sana 
nearly four months ago, 
who will be the new 
program’s director.

Sana has sung all 
her life, at home with 
her parents or in the 
community. She has 
performanced in senior 
centers and churches 
from Florida to Seattle 
and in between. 

”My family sang for 
each other and we sang 
for other people,” she 
said. “We just do this. 
We go and we sing for 
people.”

In Tennessee and 
Seattle, Sana worked 
in choral groups with 
children’s choirs, and 
she remembers the 
impact those experiences 
had on her overall 
singing experience, for 
her and the children in 
the choir. 

Now she’s worked 
through her own life to 
connect adult choirs with 
children’s choirs either 
in the music classes she 
taught in Seattle with 
her children, or in the 
youth choir she’ll lead 
here in Coeur d’Alene. 

The Youth Choir 
of Coeur d’Alene will 

progress to collaborative 
performances with adult 
groups under Sana’s 
leadership. 

“I want the youth 
in my classroom to 
be equipped with the 
fundamentals of singing, 
and understanding 
of music theory, so 
they can have those 
performing experiences,” 
Sana said. “When people 
know that they’ve given 
their best, they’ve 
stretched themselves 
to the extent of their 
technical and artistic 
ability — and they 
shared that with other 
people — that’s the best 
experience, and it’s what 
keeps people staying in 
the arts.”

Sana will focus 
on building strong 
appreciation within 

her students for classic 
musical theories, 
and then watch those 
strengths open doorways 
into the performance 
community. 

The youth choir will 
sing in performances 
with the Music 
Conservatory, during 
Art on the Green and 
hopefully in other shows. 

Sana is open to 
performing with local 
choir groups, like the 
Cardinal Chorale, when 
the students are ready, 
and looks forward to 
those shared experiences. 

“It all comes from the 
music,” Sana said. “I 
want the students in my 
class to experience their 
own art.” 

‘It all 
comes 

from the 
music’

Emily Sana is the program director for the new Youth Choir program at the Music 
Conservatory of Coeur d’Alene. She’s sung her whole life and taught music in 
Seattle before arriving in Coeur d’Alene.

Photo courtesy of the Music Conservatory of Cd’A

By JOSA SNOW
Staff Writer

Music Conservatory 
of Cd’A opens 

Youth Choir Program

See JAZZNIC, C7

See MUSIC, C7 See FIGURATIVE, C7
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James Schmehl 
has taught drumming 
at Sorensen Magnet 
School of the Arts 
and Humanities since 
2016 and has played 
drums and percussion 
professionally for 15 
years, including two 
years onboard Celebrity 
Cruise Lines. Schmehl 
has played a variety of 
musical genres in many 
groups, and some of his 
favorites include jazz, 
Afrobeat and funk.

NIC Director of 
Choirs and Professor 
of Music Max Mendez 
is an active part of 
the Inland Northwest 
music community. He 
divides his time between 
conducting, teaching 
and performing and 
currently conducts the 
NIC Cardinal Chorale, 
Chamber Singers and 
Cardinal Voices.

Cardinal Voices, led 
by Mendez, will perform 
an eclectic mix of songs 
by various songwriters, 
including “Smooth 
Operator” and “How 
Deep is Your Love.” 

“I’m excited for 
the audience to hear 

this semester’s lineup 
of students,” Mendez 
said. “We are excited 
to perform the music 
of Adele, Al Green and 
Van Morrison. Our 
audience will be ‘Rolling 
in the Deep’ sounds of 
the group and doing a 
groovy ‘MoonDance’ by 
the end of the set.” 

Cardinal Voices is a 
new music ensemble at 
North Idaho College. In 
Cardinal Voices, students 
focus on performing 
studio-quality popular 
music. It provides an 
ensemble atmosphere 
emphasizing small group 
dynamics, ensemble 
singing and performance, 
solo performance, 
songwriting and 
arranging, all within 
versatile musical and 
singing styles.

The NIC Jazz 
Ensemble, directed by 
Bryan Hannaford, will 
perform with both guest 
clinicians. Kellogg will 
perform on trombone with 
the Jazz Ensemble on a 
few of her compositions 
and Schmehl will perform 
on “Sing, Sang, Sung.”

For information, 
contact Hannaford at 208-
769-3258 or email bryan.
hannaford@nic.edu or 
Mendez at Max.Mendez@
nic.edu or 208-769-3275.

JAZZNIC
from C8

Feb. 3-9

Nights $8, matinees 
$6, Tuesdays $5, $2 sur-
charge 3D

• The Chosen Season 3 
Finale (not rated) (11:10 
a.m., 3:00, 7:10 Fri./Sat./
Sun./Mon.)

• 80 For Brady (PG-
13) 11:00 a.m., 1:00, 4:55, 
6:40  (8:50 Fri./Sat.) (2:00 
Tues.)

• Knock at the Cabin 
(R) 1:00, 4:35, 7:50 (9:50 
p.m. Fri./Sat.)

• The Amazing 
Maurice (PG) 11:10 a.m., 
(4:00 Wed/Thur) 6:05

• A Man Called Otto 
(PG-13) 11:20 a.m., 2:10, 
4:25, 7:00 (9:25 Fri./Sat.)

• Avatar 2: The Way of 
Water (PG-13) 11:20 a.m., 
1:00, 6:50 

• 3D Avatar 2: The 
Way of Water (PG-13) 
3:05  (8:45 Fri./Sat.)

• Puss in Boots 2: The 
Last Wish (PG) 11:00 
a.m., 2:50, 4:30,  6:45

• Left Behind: Rise 
of the Antichrist (PG13) 
1:50*, (11:30 a.m. Tues./
Wed./Thur.) (3:00 Tues.) 
(7:10 Tues./Wed.)

*No 1:50 Left Behind 
on Tuesday

Hayden Cinema movie times

Sana believes in the 
fundamentals of the 
classics, but also in 
accessibility of music 
for a community, like 
folk songs and regional 
flavors that expound 
on Bach’s genius 
experimentations with 
harmonizing. 

“There’s a tradition 
of music,” Sana said. 
“They were writing 

with what they had for 
the community they 
had. We’re taking talent 
from in front of us, and 
choosing repertoire 
because of that.”

The Youth Choir of 
Coeur d’Alene is still 
scheduling private 
auditions for rehearsals, 
which begin Feb. 8 at 
the Music Conservatory. 
Class rehearsals will be 
Wednesday evenings. To 
schedule an audition, 
email registrar@
cdaconservatory.org or 
call 208-901-8190. 

MUSIC
from C8

post-impressionism 
(more or less). Modern 
figurative art is more 
or less identical with 
the general current of 
expressionism that can 
be traced through the 
20th century and on.

Picasso, after about 
1920, is the great 
exemplar of modern 
figurative painting, and 
Alberto Giacometti, from 
about 1940, is the great 
figurative sculptor. After 
World War II, figuration 
can be tracked through 
the work of Francis 
Bacon, Lucian Freud and 
the other artists of the 
School of London, and 
through pop art, neo-
expressionism and new 
spirit painting.

The Art Spirit Gallery 
is representing works by 
five figurative artists; 
Mary Farrell, Kim 
Lewis, David Varneau, 
Heather Martindale and 
Peter Cox. Each artist 
captures and expresses 
the figurative form with 
grace and power.

Mary Farrell’s 

contemplative figures 
draw you in to wonder 
of their thoughts. 
Kim Lewis’ sculptures 
showcase the human 
form in both powerful 
abstract angles, while 
others showcase the 
grace of the female 
anatomy. David 
Varneau’s works are 
abstract shapes that 
highlight the subtle lines 
in human anatomy, 
dramatizing the body’s 
innate energy while, 
at the same time, 
creating eye-tugging 
interest. Artist Heather 
Martindale paints lush 
folds of fabric that 
delicately dance, move 
and wrap around the 
figure. She focuses on 
creating a body of work 
centered on texture, light 
and movement. Finally, 
this show includes the 
incomparable Peter Cox, 
“who may be the best 
figurative artist now 
working in New York,” 
said critic Daniel Cohen 
of Review Magazine. 

“Cox’s skills in 
observation and his 
active imagination allow 
him to express a unique 
response to the reality 
of being human that sets 

him apart from his peers. 
The reality of his figures 
beyond the surface,” 
said John O’Hern, Santa 
Fe editor and former 
executive director and 
curator of the Arnot Art 
Museum, Elmira, N.Y. 
(American Art Collector 
Magazine).

View the figurative 
celebration in the 
human form and the 
artists’ interpretations 
at The Art Spirit Gallery 
opening reception 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday at 415 Sherman 
Ave., Coeur d’Alene. 

FIGURATIVE
from C8

Artist Mary Farrell’s 
“The Arrangement 

#4,” from 2021, is a 
drypoint monotype 

lithography. Farrell’s 
work is on display at 

Art Spirit Gallery with 
work from artists Kim 
Lewis, David Varneau, 

Heather Martindale and 
Peter Cox as part of 

the February Figurative 
exhibit.

Photo courtesy of Art Spirit Gallery
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