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Friends and 
neighbors, we need to 
say what paid school 
officials can’t: The Coeur 
d’Alene School District 
needs your support 
March 14. On that day, 
local voters will decide 

whether to 
support two 
crucial levy 
requests.

The first 
is for a $25 
million-
per-year 
Operating 
Levy that 
would 
replace the 
current $20 
million levy. 
The second 
request 
is for a 
five-year, 
$5 million-
per-year 
Safety and 
Maintenance 
Levy that 
will allow 
the district 

to make necessary 
building security 
improvements and 
address aging facilities 
and equipment.

Why support the $25 
million Operating Levy?

As a state, Idaho 
has chosen to fund the 
bare minimum when 
it comes to education. 
According to a May 
2022 article from Idaho 
Education News, Idaho 
ranks dead last in per-
pupil state funding and 
significantly less than 
our neighboring states. 
Fortunately, Idaho‘s 
education funding 
structure has specifically 
been set up to allow local 
voters the opportunity to 
dedicate local property 
taxes to supplement the 
inadequate state funding.

For more than 36 
years, Coeur d’Alene 
School District voters 
have approved this local 
levy to meet the unique 
demands and desires 
of our community. 
This long stretch of 
local support for public 
education is why we are 
asking our community 
to support our operating 
levy in perpetuity.

Some items funded 
with local voter approval 
include curricular 
materials; instruction 
to meet student needs 
such as advanced 
learning programs and 
literacy interventions; 
instructional assistants 
to provide individual 
attention; school 
resource officers and 
security personnel to 
enhance school safety; 
nurses and wellness 
programs; technology 
to support learning; 
music, art, athletics and 
extracurricular activities; 
facility maintenance; and 
school bus replacement. 
These levy-funded and 
community-supported 
items are ingrained 
in the fabric of our 
community schools, and 
are key to what makes 
Coeur d’Alene schools 
great.

Why support the $5 
million Safety and 
Maintenance Levy? 

The Coeur d’Alene 
School District operates 
17 school campuses and 
four operational facilities 
in just over 1.4 million 
square feet of buildings, 
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COEUR d’ALENE — The 
Coeur d’Alene City Council 
and Historic Preservation 
Commission will recognize 
Hamilton House volunteers, 
leaders and property owners 
who saved the structure from 
demolition with the first 
Heart of History award at the 
City Council’s 6 p.m. Tuesday 
meeting.

The Hamilton House was built 
in 1908 for the second mayor of 
the city, Boyd Hamilton, and his 
wife, Alta. 

It was on the brink of 
destruction a few years ago, 
before then-Coeur d’Alene Mayor 
Steve Widmyer and Windermere/
Coeur d’Alene Realty Inc. owner 
Donald “Pepper” Smock stepped 
in. They bought the property for 
$500,001 from Kootenai County.

Today, it serves as the home 

of the Music Conservatory of 
Coeur d’Alene.

The Historic Preservation 
Commission created the Heart 
of History Awards Program to 
recognize and encourage historic 
preservation efforts.

Julienne Dance, founder 
and director of the Music 
Conservatory, and historical 
researchers including Deb 
Mitchell, Cindy Nunn and 
other collaborators will also be 
honored “for engaging effectively 
and steadfastly in rallying the 
community to act in saving this 
historic residence, representative 
of the period and the iconic 
Government Way neighborhood 
character and pursuing a listing 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places.”

The City Council meets in the 
Library Community Room.

Hamilton House partners to be 
honored with ‘Heart of History’ award
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The Hamilton House serves as the home of the Music 
Conservatory of Coeur d’Alene.

COEUR d’ALENE — 
North Idaho CASA’s 
annual Ray of Hope is 
slated March 9 at The 
Coeur d’Alene Resort. 

The luncheon will 
highlight the program’s 
30-year history with 
Sandra Davis, one of the 
original founders, as the 
keynote speaker. 

“When I first toured 
the CASA Center on 
Fourth Street in 2021, 
it was everything we 
had dreamed of for the 
program,” she said. “To 
be respected and to know 
we made a difference 
fighting for this program 
all those years ago 
makes me cry today.”

CASA is a nonprofit 
that advocates for 
children in court. 
It supports trained 
volunteers for over 325 
child abuse and neglect 
victims throughout the 
First Judicial District. 

It is funded by grants 
and donations.

CASA’s SuperHero 
Society members will 
also be recognized at the 
luncheon for funding 
volunteer training.

Tickets are $30. Doors 
open at 11:30 a.m. and 
the hourlong program 
begins at noon.

Info: www.
NorthIdahoCASA.org

CASA’s 
‘Ray of 

Hope’ set 
for March 9
Celebrates 30 years 
of advocacy in the 

First Judicial District

COEUR d’ALENE — The 
Coeur d’Alene Fire Department 
put a third advanced life 
support ambulance into service 
Wednesday.

The ambulance, Medic 34, will 
serve out of Station 4 at Atlas 
Road and Hanley Avenue.

This new resource will be 
staffed with one firefighter/
paramedic and one firefighter/
EMT Tuesday to Friday.

Fire Chief Thomas Greif said 
the ambulance is needed to keep 
up with service calls.

Last year, its two advanced life 
support ambulances responded to 
9,000 EMS calls, with over 4,500 
resulting in transports.

“We would like to thank our 
mayor and City Council for 
continuing to make public safety 
a priority within our community,” 
Greif said.

He also thanked a partnership 
with Kootenai County EMS System 
since 2001.

Coeur d’Alene Fire Department staffing third ambulance

A new ambulance is housed at Coeur d’Alene Fire Department’s Station 4 at Atlas and Hanley 
as of Wednesday.

Photo courtesy City of Coeur d’Alene

A local animal lover has hit 
kitty cat pay dirt.

Lynne Foresman, who lives 
in Fairfield on the Idaho-
Washington border, is the lucky 
winner of a Hillpig self-cleaning 
cat litter box, valued at $600.

That’s not all.
She won the litter robot by 

entering a monthlong drawing 
held by Companions Animal 

Center (formerly Kootenai 
Humane Society) in February. 
She had two entries because she 
adopted two kitties — Gilligan 
and Skipper, the true prize in 
this tale of tails.

“They were a bonded pair,” 
Foresman said Wednesday 
afternoon after she received 
the news that she had won the 
drawing. 

“We were going to adopt one,” 
she said. “My husband is not 
necessarily a cat person, but I 

was going to let him have the 
reins and choose. But he just fell 
in love with their green eyes. He 
said, ‘I just love them.’”

The self-cleaning cat litter box 
was a gift to Companions Animal 
Center, a no-kill, nonprofit 
animal shelter, from Steve and 
Lisa Honig of Hayden. They 
bought one online for their son 
and daughter-in-law for their cats 

Litter mates
Steve and Lisa Honig draw Lynne Foresman’s winning name out of 22 entries Wednesday morning. 
Foresman won a Hillpig self-cleaning cat litter box, which the Honigs donated to Companions Animal 
Center to encourage feline adoptions in February.
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Fairfield woman adopts two cats, wins litter robot
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