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I suppose it was the 
plague.

What else could have 
given rats such a bad 
reputation? They’re quite 
clever and make, as our 
family discovered, very 
sweet pets.

And this is their year.
Because Chinese 

astrology is based on 
the moon’s 
cycles, not 
calendar 
months, each 
new year 
begins on 
a different 
date. 
Inextricable 
from ancient 
culture and 
religion it 
involves 

numerology, man’s 
relationship with nature, 
the magic of 12 and yes, 
the planets. All stitched 
together by the idea that 
“all phenomena are a 
differentiation of one 
infinity.”

Saturday, Jan. 25 
begins the Year of the 
Rat — yours, if your 
birth year is 1948, 1960, 
1972, 1984, 1996, or 2008.

You’ve probably 
heard of the 12 animals 
of Chinese astrology, 
corresponding with a 
12-year cycle. Those 12 
repeat five times, totaling 
60 years of the Chinese 
zodiac. Each animal 
sign has characteristics 
others likely see in us, 
but that’s hardly the end 
of it.

For example, based 
upon my birth year I 
am the “diplomatic” 
sheep/goat but my 
“inner” animal is a 
loyal dog. I’m also Yin 
and the fire element — 
that has something to 
do with the month and 
last digit of my birth 
year.

Yin (female aspects) 
and yang (male aspects) 
are about balance, so 
ideally each person 
has aspects of both. If 
not, such imbalance is 
associated with health 
problems. Think of 
yin and yang not as 
opposites, but as two 
inseparable aspects of 
the same, illustrating 
another principle 
in Chinese culture: 
“All antagonisms are 
complementary.”

Yin and yang are 
also applied to the five 
Chinese elements — 
metal, water, wood, 
fire, and earth — which 
modify the animal 
sign characteristics 
and affect qi (“chi” or 
essence).

Happy
new year,
you rats

Sholeh
Patrick

For many reasons, it’s 
a good idea to watch what 
you post on your social 
media accounts. One of 
them is because companies 
like Airbnb may well be 
monitoring the habits of its 
possible renters in order to 
predict bad behavior.  

As more reports have 
surfaced involving Airbnb 
renters trashing homes, the 
company realizes that more 
screening may be needed to 

avoid future problems.
Airbnb says it already 

makes a risk assessment 
on everyone who fills 
out an application for a 
reservation along with a 
background check. The 
company explains that they 
use predictive analytics 
and machine learning to 
instantly evaluate and flag 
suspicious activity before it 
happens. But now it seems 
that this process may not be 

going far enough.
It has been reported that 

Airbnb filed a patent last 
year with the European 
Patent Office (EPO) for 
a new technology that 
will allow it to search 
the internet in an effort 
to calculate the risk of 
someone trashing a host’s 
home. The patent documents 
suggest that the technology 
is for determining the 
trustworthiness and 

compatibility of a person 
along with assessing 
behavioral and personality 
traits. Airbnb seems to be 
downplaying the patent by 
stating that it acquired the 
U.S. patent after buying the 
California-based background 
check startup Trooly.

There are plenty of 
platforms out there that 

Your social media posts can be used against you

Terri 
Dickerson

CDA Press 
Consumer 

Gal

By JENNIFER PASSARO
Staff Writer

A music 
conservatory could 
open its doors in Coeur 
d’Alene this year.

Julienne Dance, along 
with local attorney 
Brittany Ratelle, wants 
to found a music 
conservatory in Coeur 
d’Alene.

Dance’s dream 
location for this project?

The contested, 
county-owned 
Romer house at 627 
Government Way.

Kootenai County 
purchased the historic 

home in the fall of 
2017 with plans to 
demolish it and build 
an additional county 
office building to help 
with overcrowding in 
its current buildings. 
Nearby neighbors 
formed the Government 
Way Historic 
Neighborhood Coalition 
and have been fighting 
to preserve the house.

Dance now needs 
their support and 
the backing of the 
community to make her 
dream a reality.

Romer building’s predicament
could be music to many ears

Photos by JENNIFER PASSARO/Press
The Music Conservatory of Sandpoint’s director and co-founder Karin Wedemeyer stands with Julienne Dance and Brittany Ratelle in 
front of the Romer house on Government Way. Dance and Ratelle envision opening a music conservatory in the historic house.

Kootenai 
County owns 
the Romer 
house on 
Government 
Way. 
Commissioners 
will consider 
leasing the 
building to a 
budding music 
conservatory, 
if the 
conservatory 
agrees to fund 
renovations.See MUSIC, C3
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Making the Northwest Home.

CHAD
OAKLAND

Realtor/Principal

208.704.2000

chad@nwidaho.com

NEW CONSTRUCTION 

ON ACREAGE!

3 BD | 2 BA | 1,870 SF 

8.84 ACRES

$489,900 | #19-2795

 ––––––––––––––––––––––––––
37 W BUTTE AVENUE 

ATHOL

GREAT DOWNTOWN 

LOCATION!

3 BD | 2 BA | 2312 SF 

$375,000 | #20-411
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1216 E MONTANA AVENUE 

COEUR D’ ALENE

AMAZING HOME 

ON 10 ACRES!

6 BD | 3 BA | 3837 SF 

10 ACRES | 3 CAR  

$775,000 | #20-142
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11249 W. ROMIN ROAD
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208-659-2244 Sarah Sternberg 34
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51

Desirable gated community adjacent to Black Bay Park on the river! Comes fully equipped with all 
S/S appliances. Features modern fl airs, quartz counter tops, tiled gas FP, main fl oor living, A/C, 
blinds, refrigerator, W/D and a fenced courtyard.   $289,000  #20-243

STUNNING, NEWLY CONSTRUCTED CONDO!
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“We need an incubator 
to develop the talent we 
have in this community,” 
she said.

Dance believes magic 
exists in music schools.

“The other day I 
was driving down 
Government Way and 
it hit me: They don’t 
have a purpose for this 
building. Let’s make it a 
music conservatory,” she 
said.

As a child, the piano 
teacher, previous Coeur 
d’Alene Symphony board 
member, and Mountain 
Lake Music Festival 
organizer used to lay 
beneath the complex 
underside of the family 
piano and listen to her 
dad play his saxophone. 
Music is and has been 
an integral part of 
Dance’s life. She wants to 
facilitate that passion in 
other people.

“My whole life I have 
had my hand in music,” 
she said.

Dance, Ratelle, and 
the Music Conservatory 
of Sandpoint’s Director 
and co-founder Karin 
Wedemeyer presented 
the proposal to the 
Kootenai County Board 
of Commissioners and 
the county’s independent 
contractor for Buildings 
& Grounds, Shawn Riley, 
Wednesday morning.

“We find that a 
project like this actually 
draws capital in, in a 
pretty significant way,” 
Wedemeyer said. “This is 
really an extraordinary 
opportunity to create 
something that involves 
the community in a very 
positive way.”

Wedemeyer then 
shared the journey of 
the Music Conservatory 
of Sandpoint with the 
commissioners.

“Our journey is really 
an important element 
in your understanding 
of what this is about,” 
Wedemeyer said. “Our 
school is now 10 years 
old. It is sort of a garage 
story. We started with 
eight students and two 
instructors in the back 
of a dance studio. We 
are now teaching 400 
students and I want you 
to just pause at that 
number for a second 
because the Sandpoint 
community is only 8,600 
inhabitants.”

The conservatory 

serves the greater 
Sandpoint area and is 
fully accredited by the 
Western Association of 
Schools and Colleges. 
It supports a full 
administrative staff and 
19 music instructors 
through earned income, 
fundraising events, 
donors, and grants.

“But it’s not how we 
started,” Wedemeyer 
said. “I think it's 
really important to 
embrace a process to 
grow something of 
significance. There is 
a process involved and 
it’s not an overnight 
process.”

The commissioners 
voiced their support 
for Dance’s effort. 
They envision leasing 
the Romer building to 
the conservatory for 
a nominal rate if the 
conservatory agrees 
to fund the necessary 
renovations.

“When you have an 
older building that has 
the tradition of what 
has happened before, 
you bring the quality 
of something that has 
come through time into 
a music conservatory,” 
Dance said.

The building’s 
1,300-square-foot 
basement is unusable. 
Electrical work, mold 
mitigation, connections 
to the water system, 
and updates to the 
sewer system need to be 
completed. The building 
needs a new roof and 
to be brought into 
compliance with ADA.

“Our estimate two 
years ago was several 
hundred thousand 
dollars to renovate and 
bring the building up to 
code,” Riley said. “These 
are the facts of the 
building. Everything has 
to come up to code.”

“And even having said 
all of this, which might 
sound monumental, I 
can tell you the last 
thing the city wants to 
see is for this building 
to get demolished,” 
commissioner Chris 
Fillios said. “Whatever 
needs to be done, I think 
we can safely say that 
you are going to get a 
tremendous amount of 
support from the city. 
However, there are 
things that cannot be 
compromised.”

The music 
conservatory, like its 
Sandpoint neighbor, 
would offer early 
childhood classes and 

early music exploration. 
It could provide space 
for string ensemble and 
orchestral programs 
in addition to special 
programs including 
handicapped music 
exploration and senior 
choir. Master classes, 
recitals, and children’s 
choir concerts would 
center the community to 
celebrate music.

“There is no end to 
what we can do,” Dance 
said. “I’d love to see a 
children’s choir come out 
of there.”

“It is exciting to see 
individuals who are 
passionate move to offer 
services and programs to 
the greater community,” 
Coeur d’Alene City 
Councilwoman Amy 
Evans said. “I'm excited 
to hear of Dance’s 
effort to bring a music 
conservatory to Coeur 
d’Alene and further 
the music culture and 
art culture in our 
community.”

“It took years for the 
community to trust us,” 
Wedemeyer said. “To 
understand that we are 
an institute of integrity, 
we mean quality and 
business. Slowly and 
surely we grew.”

The conversation 
brimmed with 
enthusiasm and 
excitement for the future 
ahead. Wedemeyer 
suggested the 
conservatory, in close 
proximity to downtown, 
would bring hundreds of 
people to the downtown 
core, especially in the 
shoulder seasons when 
business is slow in the 
resort community.

“We started this 
school the day after 
the financial collapse 
and who would have 
ever thought, right?” 
Wedemeyer said of the 
Sandpoint conservatory. 
“Yet there was a void 
and a need so big that no 
matter what happened 
around us we grew from 
8 to 400 students.”

Dance, Ratelle and 
the commissioners plan 
to meet again in early 
March, hopefully with 
the city, to discuss the 
conservatory’s progress.

“This city needs, 
in my opinion, a high 
level music institute or 
conservatory,” Coeur 
d’Alene Symphony 
conductor and music 
community leader Jan 
Pellant said. “I’m glad 
that this is starting to be 
a real thing.”

MUSIC
from C1

North Idaho

track our habits, 
interests and day-to-day 
activities on the web. 
This is the information 
that is being targeted for 
scanning purposes and 
predictive correlation 
analysis with the “trait 
analyser” software.  

This software 
is expected to use 
artificial intelligence 
to dig through people’s 
internet posts, including 
social media activity, 
to detect illegal activity 
and scan for traits of 
narcissism, neuroticism, 
Machiavellianism or 
psychopathy. 

But some would-
be customers are 
concerned that this type 
of screening may be too 
intrusive. Cybersecurity 
experts are weighing in 
on the risks of relying 
upon machine learning 
in making decisions that 
would normally be made 
by humans. 

Either way, if we 
decide to put personal 
information out there 
in the public forum, it 
shouldn’t surprise us 
that our information 
could be used in ways we 
hadn’t intended.  

•••
FAKE TEXT 

MESSAGES: Several 
Coeur d’Alene, Hayden 
and Post Falls readers 
called or emailed to say 

they’re receiving text 
messages that appear 
to come from FedEx. 
The message is usually 
personally addressed 
to the recipient or 
simply says Hi Mate and 
states, “Your FEDEX 
package with tracking 
code XX-XXXX-XXXX is 
waiting for you to set 
delivery preferences:” 
Then there is a link to 
click.  

This message is 
coming from a scammer. 
Do not click on the link. 
Delete the message. I 
received the message and 
knew it was fake because 
I am not expecting any 
packages.  

•••
FTC WARNING: 

The Federal Trade 
Commission recently 
issued a warning 
to small businesses 
regarding scam 
artists who suggest 
they’re connected to 
government offices 
and you should pay 
them to complete your 
business registration. 
The mailings look 
like an official bill for 
documents to complete 
your registration and 
may even include what 
appears to be an official 
government seal.  

To further convince 
you to pay up, the 
mailing may include 
your business ID number 
and urge you to hurry up 
and pay or you will be in 
legal trouble.  

The FTC states these 

mailers are not from 
the government and 
the paperwork they are 
talking about probably 
doesn’t need to be 
completed or if it does, 
you can do it yourself. 
At best, these companies 
are overcharging you for 
services that are free or 
at worst, they’re trying 
to steal your money or 
account information.  

Let employees in your 
organization know about 
this scam and have clear 
procedures in place to 
approve all expenditures. 
If you’re being asked to 
pay with a wire transfer, 
reloadable card, gift card 
or bitcoin, it is more 
than likely a scam so 
avoid it. If you believe 
you’ve encountered one 
of these scams, report 
it at www.ftc.gov/
complaint 

•••
Remember: I’m on 

your side.
•••

If you have 
encountered a consumer 
issue that you have 
questions about or think 
our readers should 
know about, please 
send me an email at 
terridickersonadvocate@
gmail.com or call me 
at 208-274-4458. As The 
CDA Press Consumer 
Gal, I’m here to help. I’m 
a full-time copywriter 
working with businesses 
on marketing strategy, 
a columnist and a 
consumer advocate living 
in Coeur d’Alene.

CONSUMER
from C1

“This city needs, in my opinion, a high level music 
institute or conservatory.”

JAN PELLANT, Coeur d’Alene Symphony conductor
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By Karen James
Sex and Relationships

For years my husband and I 
had a great love life. He was sexy, 
passionate and so con  dent. But 
when he reached his 50s, he 
started to struggle with getting 
and keeping an erection. The few 
times we did have sex, his erection 
was de  nitely softer, leaving us 
both unsatis  ed. He tried every 
product available: prescriptions, 
testosterone, enhancement pills… 
but nothing worked. I know this 
is terrible, but I found myself 
thinking “My strong, passionate 
husband has become a sexual 
weakling.” I had no idea it would 
all turn around in just 3 weeks!

Well, last month, he came 
home from a trip in Europe and 
shocked me with more sexual 
energy and passion than he’s had 
in years. Hard as a rock, he tossed 
me around the bedroom like 
newlyweds and gave me a night 
I’ll never forget! It was incredible 
- and so exciting!

He  at wore me out that night
and it’s been like that ever since. 
His erections are so hard and 
powerful, they trigger the most 
intense, toe-curling ‘moments’ 
I’ve ever had! So here we are, 
enjoying the best sex of our 
lives… in our late-50’s!

On his trip he stayed next to an 
Italian nutritionist and his wife. 
Through the walls, he heard them 
passionately making love every 
single night, and sometimes again 
in the morning! One afternoon, 
he saw the husband leave their 
room and he couldn’t believe it. 
He looked much too old to be 
having so much sex.

My husband couldn’t help 
himself, so he asked the man his 
secret. The nutritionist smiled, 
introduced himself as Vito, and 
told my husband he was 78 years 
old, his wife 65, and that after 
32 years of marriage, their sex 
life was as good as ever. Then 
he took a small pack of tablets 
from his satchel, gave it to my 
husband, and said “These come 
from a small town up north and 
are made from naturally pure 
extracts, packed with densely rich 
sexual nutrients. They will give 
you back the vigor you had as a 
young man and make you harder 
than you can imagine.” Then he 
laughed and said, “You’ll become 
an Italian Stallion - like me!”

Italian Stallion is right! The past 
few weeks have been a dream. 
My husband’s desire for me is 
through the roof, he takes me 
whenever he wants, and most 
days he wakes up with a ‘morning 
salute!’ like he used to. I love 
it! He’s a sexual powerhouse, 
beaming with con  dence, and our 
marriage is stronger than ever.

Karen, the pack is now almost 
empty and we both desperately 
want more. I’ve looked 
everywhere but can’t  nd them. 

Do you know about these tablets 
from Europe and how to get some 
in the States?

Tina, you’re in luck. I do know 
about these secret European sex 
tablets. Ever wonder why older 
men from Italy, Greece, Spain, 
and all over Europe have the 
lowest use of ED drugs, but are 
famous for staying passionate 
and sexually active well into their 
80’s? For decades, these men 
have relied on a unique blossom 
extract, sold under the name 
Provarin, to enhance their sexual 
power and performance.

Milled on the fertile northern 
plains, and sold under the brand 
name Provarin, these pure extracts 
have a legendary reputation 
throughout the European sexual 
underground. As Giovanni from 
Amsterdam put it, “It’s like sexual 
rocket fuel, especially for us older 
guys!”

The best part for women, as you 
well know, is that the extreme 
hardness and ongoing power is 
enough to send us over the blissful 
edge! I found out about Provarin 
a few years ago when I was 
dating a cowboy from Wyoming. 
He took Provarin every morning 
and believe me, that good ol’ boy 
sure rocked my nights!

All-natural and safe, Provarin 
is a well kept secret for those in 
the know. An old school family 
business, product is still harvested 
by hand and they don’t do 
advertising. They don’t need to. 
Long-time customers and word of 
mouth ensures their limited stock 
is sold out every year.

As far as  nding it in the States, 
I know of just one importer - 
Biotigen Naturals. When I reached 
out, a spokesman told me that 
any of my readers who call, and 
mention this article, will get a 
special one-time double-discount 
on a pack of Provarin, plus free 
priority shipping, AND A BONUS 
PACK OF 30 TABLETS FREE!

Wow, so there you go, Tina – 
and the rest of you readers! The 
number is 

Aren’t you glad you asked?

This week I got a letter from 
a reader in Texas about a “little 
secret” that’s made her sex life with 
her husband absolutely explosive! 
(Those Texas women tell it like it is!)


